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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 

131st Report — “Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill 2020” — Tabling 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.31 pm]: I am 
directed to present the 131st report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review titled 
“Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill 2020”. 

[See paper 4653.] 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: The report that I have just tabled advises the house of the committee’s consideration 
of the Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill 2020. 

On 9 September 2020, the bill was introduced into the Legislative Council and referred to the Standing Committee 
on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review for consideration and report. The bill proposes the repeal of 
seven Western Australian acts, the repeal of six Imperial acts, the repeal of one provision in each of two Imperial 
acts, and the amendment of numerous Western Australian acts. In doing so, the bill makes significant progress 
with respect to updating the form and content of the statute book. 

At the same time, as discussed in the report, a number of statutes and provisions that the government has previously 
identified as being obsolete, requiring further investigation, or unproclaimed, have not been included in the bill. 
The committee has also noted that further work needs to be undertaken, particularly in relation to obsolete subsidiary 
legislation, and statutes and provisions that have received the royal assent but have not been proclaimed. 

The committee takes no issue with the amendments effected by the bill. The committee makes some observations 
about what has and has not been included in the bill in light of government advice about provisions previously 
considered by the committee with regard to the form and content of the statute book. I commend the report to 
the house. 

As this will be the last report of the standing committee in this session, I take the opportunity to say a few words 
about its work. I have been honoured and delighted to have served as chair of the committee in the fortieth Parliament 
and to have served with my fellow committee members: my deputy, Hon Pierre Yang; Hon Robin Scott; and 
Hon Laurie Graham. In our time, we have delivered 18 substantive reports, including four on uniform legislation 
bills, two on omnibus bills, and two on self-referred inquiries. We have also dealt with several significant issues 
for the assistance of the house, one being a treaties function that had previously been assigned to the committee; 
we have crafted, based on government proposals, a model for efficient and timely incorporation of national scheme 
legislation as part of the law of Western Australia, while preserving parliamentary sovereignty; and we have 
suggested strategies for the cleansing of the statute book and keeping it clean of unproclaimed statutes and provisions. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank my fellow committee members for their dedication, diligence and 
contribution; and the committee’s legal advisers, the most longstanding of whom was Mrs Felicity Mackie, its 
long-serving committee clerk, Mr Mark Warner, and, in respect of the committee’s last report, Mr David Carroll, 
for their contribution. 
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